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ABSTRACT : This paper deals with a small but very inte
resting collection of Tingidae in the South African Museum. Nine 
species are represented there, three of which are described as new, 
Plesionoma biserialus spec. nov., from South Africa, Lasiacalllho 
kamanyabensis spec. novo and Die/yla alls/ralis spec. nov., both 

new species from South West Africa . Of the other six species. 
Dictyonolo pusana DRAKE & MAA, 1955, is newly recorded from 
South Africa and LasiaCQlllha crassicornis H ORVATH, 1929, is 
newly recorded from South West Africa. Some remarks on 
the thoracic scent gland openings in the genus P/esionoma 
DRAKE, 1950, are given. A teratologic development of the right 
hemelytron in Diclyollo /a p"sana DRAKE & MAA is also described. 

fNTRODucnON 

Through Ihe cooperalion and kindness of Dr. V. B. WHITEHEAD (South 
African Museum) the author had the privilege of studying a small but very 
interesting colleClion of Tingidae from South Africa and Soulh Wesl Africa. 
This collection includes nine species, three of which are here characterized 
as new. One species is newly recorded from South Africa and another from 
South West Africa. The types of the new species are deposited in the South 
African Museum (S.A.M.). The author provides the description of a new 
species of Plesionoma DRAKE, 1950, and discusses the thoracic scent gland 
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openlOgs in the genus. One specimen of Dictyonota pusana DRAKE 
& MAA, 1955, showed a teratologic development of the right hemelytron , 
which is here described and figured . 

SYSTEMATICS 

Subfamily Cantacaderinae ST AL, 1874 

Plesionoma DRAKE, 1950 

Tbis genus was created by DRAKE (1950) for Phalnoma humeralis 
DISTANT, 1902. In the description DRAKE stated that the ostiole and the 
ostiolar sulcus were not visible. However, when studying a syntype of 
Plesionoma humualis, from the collections of the British Museum (Natural 
History), 1 saw that, contrary to the statement of DRAKE, this species has 
the scent gland openings visible on each metapleuron and is surrounded 
by a developed peritreme, broadly oval in shape (fig. 2 A). The new species 
described below also has the metathoracic scent gland openings very distinct , 
with a similarly developed peritreme. 

Plesiol1oma biseriatus spec. nov. , figs I, 2B 

Head dark brown, long, much extended in front of eyes, armed with 
eight long, nearly upright spines, frontal pair testaceous with brown apex, 
the others brown ; eyes blackish- brown, prominent; rostrum light brown, 
slightly surpassi ng posterior margin of metasternum ; rostral laminae wide, 
testaceOlls, wider and biseriate on meso- and metasternum, open behind ; 
bucculae brown with margins testaceOlls, moderately wide, long, areoiate, 
extending anteriorly beyond apex of clypeus, open in front ; antenniferous 
processes testaceOlls, concave v.-ithin ; antennae brown with segment IV 
blackish, long, very slender, indistinctly pubescent except segment IV which 
has long and whitish hairs; segmental measurements: I, 0,120 mm; 
n, 0,066 mm, lII, 0,816-0,840 mm (6 ) or 0,756-0,768 mm (Q), IV, 
0, 144-0,156 mm. 

Pronotum brownish testaceous with calli dark brown, depressed, deeply 
punctate, tricarinate, the carinae high, areolate, biseriate, extending poste
riorly beyond posterior margin of pronotum, median carina extending ante
riorly over base of head ; collar raised, composed of two or three transverse 
rows of areolae ; pranatal membranes wide with outer margin deeply sinuate , 
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FIG. J - Plesiolloma biserialus spec. novo 

~ .. .. 



178 P. Duarle Rodrigues 

with a brown spine near lateroanterior corner and toothed at lateroposterior 
angle and with a wide and areolate projection between tbem; hind margin 
of pronotum extending over scutellum, the latter scarcely visible. Scent 
gland opening visible on each metapleuron, with a developed peritreme, 
broadly oval in shape, tilted backward (fig. 2 B). 

Hemelytra brownish testaceous with dark brown marks on discoidal and 
costal area, ovate, very little longer and broader than abdomen, not over
lapping in repose, with inner margins touching, clavocorial suture obliterated ; 
boundary veins separating discoidal, subcostal and sutural areas distinctly 
raised, areolate, uniseriate, vein between discoidal and sutural areas beco
ming obsolete between discoidal and claval regions, . costal area narrow, 
biseriate, slightly obliquely upright; subcostal area very wide, mostly quadri
-seriate, sloping obliquely downward ; discoidal area extending backward 
considerably beyond middle of hemelytra, six areolae deep at widest part ; 
subcostal and discoidal areas subdivided by thickened cross veins; sutural 
area narrow, biseriate, triseriate opposite apex of discoidal area; hypocostal 
laminae uniseriate. Hind pair of wings present. Macropterous form 
unknown. 

Body beneath brown. Legs brown, moderately slender, with femora 
slightly thickened. 

Lengtb of body: 2,85-2,92 mm (0 ) or <,95-3,04 mm (<;'); maximal width 
(hemelytra): 1,36- 1,44 mm (0 ) or 1,47-1 ,53 mm (<;' ). 

Material examined : Holotype (0 ), allotype (<;') and two paratypes. 
Somerset West, South Africa, Feb. 1930, A. I. Hesse (SA.M.). 

This new species differs from P. humeralis (DISTANT, 1902), P. eleosa 
DRAKE, 1954 and P. leroyi SCHOUTEDEN, 1955 by having only eight spines on 
the head, the anterior spine lacking ; from P. eleosa and P. drakei SCHOU
TEDEN, 1965, by the tricarinate pronotum ; from all these species by the hemely
tra with a narrower and entirely biseriate costal area and a narrower and 
mostly quadriseriate subcostal area. 

Subfamily Tinginae STAL, 1874 

Habrochila nalalana DRAKE, 1956. 

Material examined: M'fongosi, Zululand, Dec.-Feb. 1935, Collected 
by W. E. lones, 3 specimens, (S.A.M.). 

Previously known only from South Africa. 
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FIG. 2 - A. P/esiollomu humeralis (DISTANT). Metathoracic scent gland opening. 
S. Plesionoma biseriatlls spec. novo Metathoracic scent gland opening. C. Dictyonota 
p"sana DRAKE and MAA. Teratologic right hemelytra. D-E. Lasiacanlha kamanya-

bel/sis spec. novo D. Pronotum, lateral view. E. Right hemelytra. 
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Dictynota pusana DRAKE & Maa, 1955. 

Material examined: Letaba, N. Tvl. , I.X1.1946, LB 40, G. Bedford, 
8 specimens (S.A.M.). 

Known from the Ethiopian and Oriental faunal regions. In Africa 
it was known from Cape Verde Islands, Sudan, Zaire and Cameroon. Newly 
recorded from South Africa. 

One of the specimens, a brachypterous male, shows a teratological 
development of the right hemelytron . The latter (fig. 2 C) has the costal 
and subcostal areas broader than in the normal hemelytra, the discoidal 
area is extremely reduced and deformed, and the sutural area is almost 
parallel-sided, irregularly triseriate and extending beyond the level of apex 
of costal and subcostal areas, its apex reflexed almost vertically. 

Lasiacalltlra kamallyabensis spec. nov., figs 20, 2E. 

Head light brown, with a dense vestiture of setose hairs, armed above 
with five testaceous spines, the hind pair appressed, mediam and anterior 
spines porrect ; eyes reddish brown; bucculae yellowish testaceous, areolate, 
with ends meeting in front; rostrum testaceous with dark tip, reaching to 
middle of mesosternum ; rostral laminae testaceous, low, widely separately 
on metasternum ; antenniferous processes testaceous; antennae testaceous, 
short, tickly setose; antennal measurements : I, 0,168 mm (Q) or 0,180 mm (0'), 
11, 0,216 mm (Q) or 0,240 mm (c3'), rn, 0,420 mm (Q) or 0,564 mm (0'). 
TV, 0,312 mm (Q), or 0,348 mm (0'). 

Pronotum light brown, with a dense vestiture of selose hairs, modera
tely convex, deeply punctate, tricarinate ; carin ae testaceous, high, uniseriate , 
with outer margins with setigerous tubercles; la teral carinae parallel ; hood 
moderately large, very little produced in front medially, slightly elevated 
at middle; pro notal membranes narro\\ , vertically reflexed, lateral margins 
of pronotum visible from above, outer margins with setigerous tubercles : 
posterior process yellowish testaceous, areolate. Ostiole and ostiolar canal 
visible. 

Hemelytra yellowish testaceous, with a fuscous spot in outer boundary 
vein of discoidal area opposite apex of hind pronotal process and in the 
adjacent part of discoidal and subcostal areas, and with another fuscous 
spot in costal margin at the same level, sutura l a rea slightly embrowned. 
with a dense vestiture of setose hairs, boundary veins of discoidal area, boun
dary vein between subcostal and sutural areas and outer margin of heme
Iytra with setigerous tubercles, slightly wider than pronotum, very little 
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constricted behind middle, with apices overlapping in repose ; costal area 
moderately wide, uniseriate, with areolae quadrate or subquadrate ; subcostal 
area sloping obliquely downward, biseriate; discoidal area surpassing middle 
of hemelytra, acutely angulate at both base and apex, five or six areolae deep 
at widest part ; sutural area with larger areolae apically, on the same level 
as discoidal area; hypocostal laminae uniseriate. Hind wings present. 

Body beneath brown. Legs testaceous with brown tarsi, thickly setose. 
Length of body: 3,38 mm (0 ) or 3,50 mm (Q); maximal width (heme

Iytra): 1,13 mm (0 ) or 1,22 mm (Q). 
Material examined: Holotype (Q) and allotype (0 ), Kamanyab, South 

West Africa, Jan . 1925, Mus. Exped. (SA.M.). 
This new species belongs to the group with short and thickly setose 

antennae. It ditTers from L. sideris DRAKE, 1951, and L. comans DRAKE, 1953, 
by its smaller size and by its vertically reflexed pro notal membranes, so that 
the lateral margins of the pronotum are visible from above; from L. comQrls 
by its uniseriate pronotal carinae; from L. gambiana DRAKE, 1954, and 
L. bipunctata LINNAVUORI, 1977, by the hemelytra only slightly wider than 
pronotum; from, L. sideris, L. comans and L. bipunctata by its uniseriate 
costal area of the hemelytra ; and from L. gambiana by its less developed 
hair covering and by the hemelytra with discoidal and sutural areas on the 
same level. 

Lasiacalllha crassicornis (HORVATH , 1929) 

Material examined: Kaross, South West Africa, Feb. 1925, Mus. Exped .. 
3 specimens, (SA.M.). 

Known only from South Africa. New to the fauna of South West 
Africa. 

Ammianus junodi (DISTANT, 1904) 

Material examined: M'fongosi, Zululand, Dec.-Feb. 1935, W. E. Jones, 
2 specimens, (S.A.M.). 

In an article in press elsewhere, the author has synonymized the species 
Ammianus ghesquierei (SCHOUTEDEN, 1923) with Ammianus junodi, the latter 
having priority. This species was originally described from South Africa 
and later reported from Zaire, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zanzibar, Sudan, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Cameroon and Togo. 
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Coehloehila hulli/a (STAL, 1873) 

Material examined: Ac-P, 3989, I specimen, (S.A.M.). 
This species is widely distributed in the Ethiopian and Oriental faunal 

regions and was already known from South Africa. 

Die/yla aust,alis spec. nov., fig. 3 

Head black, a rmed above with five testaceous spines, the posterior pair 
being the longest, slightly surpassing the level of the middle of eyes; the 
latter black; bucculae dark brown with testaceous margins, areolate, with 
ends meeting in front; rostrum brown with darker tip, extending to posterior 
margin of mesosternum ; rostral laminae testaceOlls, low, widely separated 
on metasternum, closed behind; antenniferous tubercles dark brown, small ; 
antennae slender, testaceous with segment IV brown except basal one fourth, 
segment In with small hairs and segment IV with longer hairs; segmental 
measurements: I, 0,120 mm, II 0,090 mm, Ill , 0,817 mm (0,732-0,852 mm), 
IV, 0,350 mm (0,324-0,372 mm). 

Pronotum black, convex, shinjng, punctate; tricarinate; median carina 
elevated on posterior process, lower on disc, uniseriate, testaceOlls, lateral 
carinae concealed by pronotal membranes except on hind process, there 
elevated but lower than median carina, uniseriate, convergent anteriorly. 
testaceous; collar testaceous, raised, produced in front in a small hood , 
areolate; pranotal membranes testaceous with a few veintlets brown, long, 
wide, reflexed, inflated, concealing all but the hood and hind pronotal process, 
with large areolae and raised vein lets, hind pronotal process areolate with 
most of the veinlets brown; the carinae and veinlets of collar, pro notal mem
branes and posterior process beset with small and whitish hairs. Ostiole 
and ostiolar canal not visible. 

Hemelytra with most of veins and veinlets brown, others testaceous, 
and with areolae of discoidal and sutural areas fuscous; costal area uniseriate, 
wide, the areolae rectangular or subquadrate in shape; subcostal area bise
riate, triseriate opposite apex of discoidal area, sloping obliquely downward: 
discoidal area not quite reaching the middle of hemelytra, with outer boun
dary vein convexly formed projecting outward into subcostal area in apical 
part, there widest and four areolae deep; sutural area with larger areolae 
apica lly; hypocostal laminae uniseriate; boundary veins of hemelytral areas 
with whitish hairs. Hind wings present, fuscous, longer than abdomen. 

Body beneath black. Legs testaceous with brown tarsi. 



FIG. 3 - Dielyla QlIslralis spec. novo 
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Lenght of body: 2,94 mm (2,88-3,01 mm) (0 ) or 3.12 mm (3,01-3,22 mm) 
(~); maximal width (hemelytra): 1.20 mm (1,14-1,26 mm) (0 ) or 1,35 mm 
(1,30-1,43 mm) (0 ). 

Material examined: Holotype (0 ), allotype ( ~) and 26 paratypes, Kaoko 
Otavi, South West Africa, Mar. 1926, Mus. Exped. , (S.A.M.); 5 paratypes, 
Warm bad, Kaokoveld, South West Africa, Feb. 1925, Mus. Exped. (S.A.M.) . 

This new species is similar to D. picturata (DISTANT, 1902) and to D. co/
/arti (SCHOUTEDEN, 1953) by having the pro notal membranes with outer margins 
touching the median carina, inflated, longitudinally crested, and by the uni
seriate costal area of the hemelytra; it ditTers from the above two species 
by its covering and by the shape of the discoidal area of the hemelytra ; from 
D. picturata also by the pro notal membranes which have larger areolae and 
from D. collarti in addition by the smaller hood of the pronotum. 

Dicty /a tuberosa (HOR v;. TH, 1929) 

Material examined: M'fongosi, Zululand, Dec.-Feb. 1935, W. E. Jones, 
2 specimens, (S .A.M.). 

Known from South Africa and Mozambique. 
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